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THE ESSENTIALS
REV DAVID RIETVELD
"Lockdown" has been declared the word of
the year for 2020 by Collins Dictionary. ‘Zoom’
was a rare noun that has become a common
verb. Other terms, like ‘unprecedented times’
and ‘pivot’ already annoy us.
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Personally, I have been fascinated by the return of the word ‘essential’. The backdrop
and opposite trends are ‘options’ and ‘choice’. Pre-Covid life was enriched by having
multiple options. The more experiences I could choose, the more gratification would
come my way. Options will return, but they will be less ‘opportunities-not-to-bemissed’, and more ‘optional’.
In the new normal, all choices are no longer equal, or as valid. Some things are now
more ‘essential’ than others. Rendering others secondary. People have found
restrictions have given them the opportunity to step back, or away from things.
People desire to step back into a simpler life.
Now is a time for dialogue, both as individuals and as a church as we consider what
is essential, and what is optional. What concerns are to the core to who we are? And
what concerns are secondary? My read is this is a time to focus on the essential and
keep things simple. To take our time before we re-activate secondary concerns.
I am sure the above sentiments will find broad acceptance. But how and who and
where we decide what is essential, and what is not - that is a vexed question. It's a
conversation I need to lead, facilitate, but not control. Looking forward to your input.

NEXT STEPS
Next Steps Church Dinner is NEXT WEEK.
Tuesday 17th of November. If you weren't
able to or are choosing to gather at home,
we've got some more details for you.
We'd suggest you have dinner around 6
pm as David's talk will go live at 7:30 pm
on Facebook. We'll have a booklet for you
and those you are gathering with. The
booklet will have the information that
David will be introducing in his talk. Call
or email the office to arrange to receive
these.
As we undertake the final preparations for
this dinner, join us in praying over our
church. Whether gathering at the church
or in homes, we are excited to share with
you what our Next Steps together will be.

Our Christmas Carols will be held on
Sunday 6th of December in the
Auditorium at Four different times; 8 am,
10 am, 4 pm and 6 pm. After the 10 am
and before the 4 pm service there will be
Family Fun activities. Come along to the
service time that suits you best and enjoy
traditional carols.

WRAPPING UP YEAR 13
As 2020 draws to a conclusion, so does Year 13
for Amy Marra. Amy has been our Year 13
Student for 2020. Year 13 is a Youthworks is a
one-year program designed to mature your faith,
connect Young Adults with trusted mentors and
other like-minded young people, building on
foundations that will set them up for the rest of
life.
Amy has really enjoyed her studies this year and
grown a lot in her knowledge and faith. She has
really valued the close-knit community she has
had the privilege to be a part of. The support and
development she has experienced through her
prayer group has given her a great foundation for
learning and growing. The assignments have
challenged her understanding of God's word, the
world he created and her purpose.
Year 13 did not have the opportunity to go to Fiji
this year, however, they have had many guest
lecturers this year and Amy has found exploring
the additional concepts, like mental health and
the effects of pornography, an informative and
thought challenging time.
Amy leaves for a final Retreat this Friday for Year
13. Join us in praying over Amy and her cohort as
they finish up the year and reflect on all they
have learnt and experienced this year.

DAC WOMEN

GINGERBREAD HOUSE
SAT 28TH NOV, 3:00-5:00 PM
IN THE CAFE
TICKETS ONLINE OR
FROM CHURCH OFFICE (TUES-THURS)

PRAYER FOR TODAY

Father in heaven, keep your people steadfast in faith and love, that through your
protection we may be safe as we go through adversities, and may devoutly serve you in
reaching out to others for the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PREGNANT WOMEN
Amy M (10am), Loren A (7pm), Katie C (7pm) and Kasey D (10am).

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S, Bruce M, Diana M, Kath H, Ella H, Jean D, Lorna B-W, Glenys N, Barbara B,
Barbara L. Barbara B.
8AM/2PM
Colleen Y - home recovering. Pat W, and son Antony, struggling with health, and
Antony's fiance, Sue K - more chemo treatment needed. Shirley S - problems with
health; Beth W and Glad A - both recovering. Maureen (Op Shop customer) - terminal
cancer, pray for pain management.
9:30AM
Reg B at Chesalon, Woonona. Anne S and Pat McK - both recovering well.
10AM
Paul B - will start dialysis in two weeks. Phillippa S - has started chemo treatment.
Wendy E, Elizabeth L, Ronnie VK, Michael E, Janelle S, Michele S - all ongoing conditions
and treatments.
7PM
Shaina J son, Roman - Scans are booked in for 19th November. Pray for good results
Billy H - chemo treatment. Gary M - ongoing health problems. David G - pain whilst
recovering from surgery.
HSC STUDENTS
Micah S, Olivia Q and Owen D. Please pray for these students.

SAFE MINISTRY

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help.
Please contact:
Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential
email
safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au
or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

