
IT'S WHAT WE'VE GOT

Rituals are far more complex and nuanced than just the big obvious ceremonies. Getting dressed up,
hoping in your car as a family, and driving together to Church is a ritual. As is dropping off the kids,
saying hello to friends, sitting in your favourite seat, and singing the first two songs. All of these
rituals help prepare your soul for a spiritual encounter. In COVID times these rituals are all gone.

Add to that an appreciation that Church is a sacred place. It is ‘consecrated’. Again as evangelicals,
we get nervous by such talk. But contrast church with home. The Church Building is a ‘set apart’
space, where we have become conditioned to listening, being encouraged or challenged,
fellowshipping – focusing on God and our relationship with him as his children. The kitchen table in
front of the computer has nothing of this history, exclusivity, or aura.

A recent survey by the Diocese affirmed previous research. Parishioners were asked a range of
questions. For people who reported that they are growing in their faith – two factors most correlate
with personal growth. Namely a sense of belonging to a local congregation/church; and the
experience of church services. Both of these are absent in COVID times.

I miss normal church, as I hear many of you do also. There are reasonable grounds why online
church is not the same. My encouragement to you is this: don’t mistake your understandable feelings
as leading to the conclusion that watching online church is not worth it. Agreed – online church is not
the same. But it’s better than nothing, and it’s what we’ve got at the moment.  
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Online church is not quite the same right? Why? Here are a
few thoughts.

Rituals are an important part of creating and affirming
‘meaning’. On the whole, we evangelicals poo-poo rituals.
We associate them Catholicism, and sacramentalism – the
idea that somehow we are saved by practising rituals.



Churches have ministry and mission plans that from time to time require
updating. The strategy that I inherited, and the staff employed to implement
that strategy – was what some call attractional church. This approach
recognizes that traditional church services are viewed as less relevant by
seekers. In order for parishioners to invite their friends to church, worship
services need to be creative, relevant, and engaging. Di Whittaker’s task as
‘creative arts pastor’ was to create such services.

My own view is that the centre of missional engagement is shifting. ‘Seekers’
are less likely to come to church services early in their spiritual searching.
Rather, we need to equip everyone to be an advocate for Jesus among their
friends and colleagues in the market place. The need for creative services is
less pressing. Instead, the focus of services are is as places of worship,
teaching, coaching and inspiration for Christians who go and serve in the
world. This model of ministry requires a ‘worship pastor’ more so than a
‘creative arts pastor’.

Di and I have been having an ongoing conversation about this shift. The
discussion has been open, genuine, and polite. Di has reached the conclusion
that she is not called to serve DAC in this new role. That her gifting and calling
was in her previous role.

Di has been a positive, loyal, organized, productive, and loved member of the
staff team. We will miss her. I have no doubt God will use her in dynamic ways
into the future, and we wish her every blessing as she steps back from a role
on staff.

Next weekend will be our farewell service for Di, celebrating her time in paid
vocational ministry with us.  We will be compiling a card for her. If you would
like to write a line or three of encouragement to her, please email it to
office@daptoanglican.org.au. If you would like to contribute to a gift for her,
please place it in an envelope in the offertory, or make a direct debit, and
include the words ‘Gift 4 Di’ in the description. 

STAFFING CHANGES



WITH A GRATEFUL HEART
After 14 years as the Creative Arts Pastor at Dapto
Anglican Church, I (Dianne Whittaker) accepted a
redundancy package that comes into effect on the
11th October 2020 (annual leave from 25th
September 2020). It has been an absolute pleasure
serving God and His people but it became clear after
discussions with David Rietveld, that my role (in its
current form) was no longer needed in the new
ministry structure of DAC. David and I discussed
modified roles, however, the ministry areas that I am
passionate about were no longer needed. In the end it
was decided the role was redundant and I would
finish up at the end of the term.

I would like to say a huge thank you to DAC for taking
a chance on this role and allowing me and the team of
dedicated volunteers to explore the Creative Arts over
14 years. It has been an honour to work alongside
people who love Jesus and want to use their gifts to
serve Him and the community. My family and I will
continue to attend DAC unless God makes it clear that
He wants us to serve elsewhere. Please continue to
pray for us as God makes clear the way we can best
serve Him in this new season. 

NEW ADVENTURES
John, Eliza, Pippa and Alice Batten have exciting
news! John has accepted the position of Director of
Kids and Youth Ministry at St. John's Anglican
Church, Maroubra.  He will be responsible for
overseeing ministry of ages 0-25.  

Join us in praying over John, Eliza and their girls as
they prepare for the move and meet their new
church family. We give thanks for their training they
have had at Moore College and this opportunity
God has given them



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PREGNANT WOMEN

Amy M. (10am), Ainsley R. (7pm), Erin K. (7pm), April A. (7pm), Katie C. (7pm) and
Kasey D. (10am).

GRIEVING
Pray for the family of the late Doreen Gilbert as they grieve her death, funeral
Friday the  18th.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S., Bruce M., Diana M.,  Kath H., Ella H., Jean D., Lorna B-W., Glenys N.,
Barbara B., Barbara L.

8AM/2PM
Maya D. - recovering at home from surgery. Doreen B.,  Helen K., Gordon M. -
all recovering. Dianne L. - waiting for more tests. Pat W.  son Antony and
Anthony’s fiance, Sue K. - all struggling with health.

9:30AM
 Anne S - surgery on lower eyelid on Friday. Trish G - recovering 

10AM
Elizabeth L.,  problems with bloods and a fall in hospital. Ronnie V.K., Michael E.,
Janelle S., June C., Michelle S. - all ongoing conditions and treatment. 

7PM
Shaina J. son, Roman, waiting for appointment. Pray for good health while
waiting. Billy H- chemo treatment. Gary M- ongoing health problems.

Almighty and eternal God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the church is

governed and purified: receive our prayer which we offer before you for

the many different members of your holy church; that every one of them in

his vocation and ministry may truly and devoutly serve you; through our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER FOR TODAY

SAFE MINISTRY

Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:


