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A RETURN TO NORMAL?
REV DAVID RIETVELD
One of the more common phrases I hear or read at the
moment is ‘when things get back to normal’. It’s an
interesting phrase, full of assumptions.
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First, it assumes a return to normal is possible. That medicine and science can and will invent
a vaccine. When widely taken, Covid 19 will be in check – no longer a problem. Inconveniently,
coronavirus’ are remarkably resistant to vaccines. Most experts predict some level of social
distancing will remain for the foreseeable future.
Second, it assumes that we can go back. That CV restrictions will be nothing but a short term
inconvenience. There are parts of Europe where they have returned streets to pedestrian and
cycle traffic only, and they are loving it. Cities that prioritise people, not cars. Will they revert?
Will we go back to as many face-to-face meetings in the future? Or will zoom meetings
continue as an option? Will working remotely be more acceptable? Will more education be
delivered online?
Third, the word ‘normal’, when used this way, carries almost moral connotations. It’s normal if
you are sick to visit the doctor, in their surgery. If you are really sick, the doctor comes to you.
But a phone consult is abnormal. It’s not a real check-up. What if the doctor can remotely
check your vital signs? Then he talks to you online. Will that be part of the new normal? Was
the old normal right, or simply what we were used to?
Such musings cause me to ask - what will church look like in the future? When we can, I
anticipate churches will quickly, and gladly, re-embrace meeting together. But will our
corporate gatherings go back to exactly as they were? Will our weekly spiritual rhythms be
unchanged? Or will the post CV world bid the post CV church to adapt?
Whatever happens, Jesus is still Lord, and we will worship, obey, and proclaim him.

PRAY WITH US
Heavenly Father,
We praise you and thank you for your everlasting love and care for us through all
circumstances. We thank you for your provisions to us through this time.
As the weather has turned colder we pray for those who don't have shelter at the moment
and don't have enough to keep their families warm. We pray that we as a church family we
can be wise and generous with what you have given us. Help us to consider where we can
help and what we can share, that we might be reaching out into the community and sharing
the love and generosity that overflows from your heart father.
We pray for the shelters and community workers helping those on the street this Autumn
and Winter. Keep them safe and strengthen them against illness and fatigue.
In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PREGNANT WOMEN
Ainsley R. (7pm), Mel F. (7pm).
THOSE IN HOSPITAL
Annette H.
VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S., Bruce M., Diana M., Kath H., Ella H., Jean D., Lorna B-W., Glenys N.,
Barbara B., Barbara L.
8AM/2PM
Pat W. son’s fiancé Sue K. undergoing chemo treatment, Diane L. recovering and
waiting for results. Mavis B. recovering.
10AM
Ronnie VK., unwell, Genie C., Annette H., Michael E., Janelle S. (Warren’s sister) all
ongoing conditions and treatment. Trevor W. recovering at home. Lyn H.,
recovering from shoulder surgery. Allen Q., waiting for results.
7PM
Shaina J. son, Roman, waiting to see neurologist in Sydney. Pray for good
health while waiting.

MAKING SENSE OF THE MESS
"Making Sense of the Mess" had its introductory episode on Wednesday. Rev David
Rietveld and Jamie Mackenzie shared with us their thoughts and knowledge on
"Pandemics through the Ages". If you missed out check out DAC videos on Facebook.

CAFE CHURCH CONVERSATIONS
Cafe Church launched "Cafe Church Conversations" Facebook this week. Unable to
gather as they would usually women tuned in to Facebook to hear Sarah Doughton
speak on "Worry and Fear". In the comments of the video, the women were able to
share their challenges and encouragements.

CONNECT KIDS AT HOME
Connect Kids resumed yesterday afternoon with
CONNECT KIDS AT HOME!!
The Connect leaders have been working to pull
together a very new and different style of
ministry and did a wonderful job yesterday with
Connect Kids at Home!
There were 24 children who joined in (via zoom),
who learnt from Genesis 2 that God made the
world and rules over the world as King - and that
we too should live with God as our King! They
also played Pictionary and a game called
Kaboom! where the kids are able to show what
they learnt by answering questions.
In all, it was a wonderful time (although quite
loud) with the 24 children that joined in. We are
thankful to God for the work that He is
continuing to do, even during challenging times reminding us that He is our true King!!

BOOK CLUB
You still have the opportunity to sign up for a book club. If you would like to click here. They
are set to start the week of the 18th of May and will run for 5 weeks. The groups will meet
virtually and once you have signed up you will be contacted by your leader with how to log
in. If you'd like to purchase a book you can find them here.
Mondays 5pm-6pm David Rietveld will meet vi picked "The New Testament in Its World:
An Introduction to the History, Literature and Theology of the First Christians" by N T
Wright, Michael F Bird.
Wednesdays 7:30pm-8:30pm, Dianne Whittaker's book is "Worship Matters: Leading
Others to Encounter the Greatness of God" by Bob Kauflin.
Thursdays 7:30-8:30pm, Jason McPhail has chosen "Soul Keeping: Caring For the Most
Important Part of You" by John Ortberg.
Fridays 7pm till 8pm Matt Stanley will explore "Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy
With God" by Timothy Keller.
And Finally, Zoe Vesey will be using a different format of a Facebook Group, accessible at
your leisure, where you can share your thoughts on reading "Surprised By Joy: The Shape
of My Early Life" by C S Lewis.

PARENT CONNECT
Parent Connect is an online community starting up for parents of children aged 0 to
8-year-old. It will run topical sessions to support parents and create helpful
connections. The format for these sessions is via Zoom chat. The session will include
a 1-hour presentation and discussions followed by "break out sessions" for parents to
share stories, questions and discussion topics etc. The first session will be help on the
25th of May, to sign up request to join the private Facebook group:
www.facebook.com/groups/daptoparentconnect

SAFE MINISTRY
Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. Please
contact:
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Representative,

safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au

through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945
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